
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes of Committee Meeting of SELKIRK MERCHANT COMPANY held in the 
Hammermen’s Hall on Tuesday 14 May 2025 at approx. (following the Casting 

Practice) 
 

1 Present: Master Falconer Grieve, Andrew Anderson, Neville Dundas, Eileen Easton, Dale 

Henderson, Margaret Moyes, Al Pattullo, Viv Ross, Judith Thomson, Jake Wheelans. 

2 Minutes of previous meeting: approved on the motion of AP, seconded by JT. 

3 Matters arising: website capacity is now at an appropriate level; updating History of SMC - 

waiting for a reply from A Massie then it will be sent to C Rutherford to typeset it 

following which it will be re-recirculated to the Committee; lovely photos of Bill Ainslie 

and SM Gray with the new chain. 

 

4 Correspondence: Sent - Bussin’ invitations to Provost, RBSB and Burleymen, musicians, 

further details to Guest Speaker and Grant and Inez Macrae (Edinburgh Merchant Co). 

 

5 Treasurer’s Report: current account balance £4,866, savings account £8,019. The Dinner 

made a surplus of £282. 

  
6 CR Trust Update: Good progress made re a new Constitution and Event Plan, both of 

which are now in place; CR arrangements are in hand; Burleymen will ride at the front of 

the procession; progress also has been made with the other Border C/R organisations; 

Charity status (SCIO) now been granted; suggested that all of the Selkirk Associations use 

the Town Hall for one of its meetings to increase its use. 

 

7 Preservation of Company flags:  AA wrote to 3 conservators: two of whom work together 

and the third recommended Tuula Pardoe, one of the 2, who came to look at the flags. She 

then sent some costs for professional advice: 2 oldest flags - £528, 3 oldest flags - £792: it 

was agreed to have her give us advice on the 2 oldest flags. AA to action. Photographing 

the flags when they’re opened to be examined will also be done. If we ever wanted to 

display memorabilia there will be space in The Haining. 

 

8 Bussin’ and Common Riding Arrangements: Dinner menu now agreed so tickets will be 

priced at £30 and go on Sale on Friday 16 May; Viv and Judith will be sorting out seating 

plans, etc; County booked for Master’s breakfast; Sash embroidery - AA has collected this. 

Margaret spoke with Imogen Hoppé who is delighted to sing at the Bussin’. FG will 

contact the schools re visits; Victoria Hall booked for setting tables; following our Foy we 

need to move all of our contents out to the landing, ready to be picked up on the Saturday 

morning; MM will let schools know that AA and VR will do a follow-up chat re the 

donation they receive. 
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9 Company Activities including Outing: Trimontium Museum can accommodate us for a 

morning visit: 8 people in the interactive experience whilst others enjoy the museum then 

swap. The whole visit would last between 90 minutes to 2 hours, entry price per person £13 

for 15 or more people.  Minibus to be hired (to be booked by AA); date agreed: Friday 26 

September, pick up at 10am for 10.30am, have lunch at 1pm, possibly in the Station Hotel, 

Melrose (JW to organise) followed by a short walk at Leaderfoot/Newstead;  Bowling 

dates will be confirmed by VR in August for Shawburn Trophy and and for social bowling 

and quiz; Golf day 18 July; new suggestions from members discussed: indoor archery to be 

discussed at the next meeting and other suggestions to be looked at later this year.  

 

10 AOB: The Master has suggested that Imogen Hoppé sings at our Winter Social later this 

year. 

 

11 Date of next meeting: Tuesday 8 July, Hammermen’s Hall, 7pm 


