Minutes of Committee Meeting of SELKIRK MERCHANT COMPANY
held in the Hammermen’s Hall on Tuesday 8 July 2025 at 7.00pm

1. Present: Master Falconer Grieve, Andrew Anderson, Neville Dundas, Eileen Easton, Dale
Henderson, Margaret Moyes, Al Pattullo, Viv Ross, Judith Thomson, Jake Wheelans

2. Minutes of previous meeting: approved on the motion of AP, seconded by EE.

3. Matters arising: updating History of SMC - draft circulated and discussed. Finalised copies
will be sent out to Members who can then insert it into their own books.

4. Correspondence: Received: thanks from Grant and Inez Macrae (Edinburgh Merchant Co);
thanks from Fiona Armstrong (gift sent from the Master to her); Sent: thanks to Guest
Speaker, Provost and Entertainers; email to schools re donations follow-up visit.

5. Treasurer’s Report: current account balance £2,600. Savings account £8,030. The Treasurer
spoke through the accounts to date. The Live Borders invoice for Victoria Halls had
increased this year. All invoices for the Bussin’ have been received. Discussion re whether
Lilliesleaf PS should be given a financial donation - this will be discussed at future
meetings.

6. Bussin’ and CR Review: An excellent Bussin’, Common Riding morning and Foy.
Excellent job from the Standard Bearer, who engaged with everyone and many positive
comments re SB Gray have been received. Thanks expressed to the Master and his wife for
providing the Breakfast and Foy. Discussion about continuing with a third half after the
Bussin’. The number of members at the Foy was slightly disappointing and perhaps we
need to publicise it more and let members know that their family members are welcome to
join in.

7. CR Trust Update: Meeting held on 2 July: A good CR day; one or two problems with
stewarding; a bit of concern about the distance between the bands during the parade;
donations about the same level as last year; the meal at the ball was below expected
standard.

8. Preservation of Company Flags: Friday 15 August agreed for Tuula Pardoe to come and
inspect the flags. The Master, Andrew Anderson, Jake Wheelans and Rob Gray (to take
photos) will attend.

9. Company Activities: Golf — planning well in hand; Bowling — pub league has started; the
Ex SBx vs SMC will take place on Friday 29 August; Social Bowling and Quiz set for
Friday 5 September but this clashes with another event - VR to follow up; Outing - prices
to be finalised for Trimontium and cost of minibus - AA and ND to inform MM, structure
of day to include Trimontium visit, coffee, guided walk at fort site, late lunch at Station
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Hotel, Melrose (to be paid for individually); indoor archery - VR to follow up.

Merchants’ View: Spotlight ‘slot” discussed, Rob Gray has offered to help with the
production of Merchants’ View and with the website.

2026 Dates: SGM - Tuesday 3 February, AP to check whether the County Hotel could host
this; AGM/Dinner — Friday 6 March, VR to get prices for Cruikshank Room and Lesser
Victoria Hall; Bussin’ — Tuesday 9 June.

Winter Function/Jim Oliver Award: Rugby Club Hall booking confirmed; catering MM to
book; entertainers for evening - Imogen: MM to book; Darren and Tommy: VR to book (45

mins each); names discussed for Jim Oliver Award - The Master to approach.

AOB: The Master, his wife, and the Treasurer will attend the Court Dinner of Edinburgh
Merchant Company in October.

Date of next meeting: Tuesday 2 September, at 7.30pm.



